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when Hansard printed an impassioned speech by the Member for the
Northern Territory in which he said that the writer "should desist from
his perpetual slander on central Australia." The whole matter is
discussed at some length in the writer's recent book on Australia.0
Let us now see what climatic charts agree most closely with the
population isopleths, especially with the line showing "two persons per
square mile" in the main map (Fig. 12a). In the top left chart (Fig.
12a) is shown the annual temperature. The temperature isopleths
(known as isotherms) do not show any close relation to our population
isopleths. Nor do the rain isopleths in the next little map.
When, however, we turn to the top right-hand map (Fig. 12a)
showing "season of rainfall" the correspondence between the ruled
area marked "uniform" and the region of "moderate population" in
Australia is extremely close. In this uniform-rain area in Australia there
is a good rainfall throughout the year, with at least eight months out of
the twelve receiving one inch or more of rain. In the north of Australia
there is a maximum rainfall in summer, while in the south the maximum
rains fall in winter; the boundary is the line AB, which runs through
Sydney. Inland of Sydney many places receive about the same rainfall
(two inches) in each month of the year.
We may glance for a moment at the three small maps at the foot
of Fig. 12a. These show the agricultural products upon which, until
lately, the prosperity of Australia was based. (Today industrial products,
produced mostly near the coal of Sydney and Melbourne, are becoming
of great importance.) Wheat is by far the chief crop, constituting about
75 per cent of all crops, and it is found almost wholly in the winter-
rain region of the soutli. Wool is the "cash crop" of Australia, and this
also is found mostly in the drier winter-rain lands and in the drier
uniform-rain lands of the continent. Cattle are densest along the south-
east "dairy" coast in the uniform-rain region, where the regular rains
give abundant pasture. Owing to the absence of frost, there are no
barns in Australia; and this is perhaps the chief difference between a
farming landscape in Australia and one in the United States. In the
tropical hinterland behind the northern coasts is a valuable belt of
"beef cattle"; but this industry employs very few settlers, and will never,
affect the distribution pattern of the human population very greatly,
^Australia, a Study of Warm Environments and their Effect on British Settlement,
New York, 1940, pp. 99-100,